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Freckle Juice

by Judy Blume

Andrew Marcus envies Nicky for having freckles  
all over his face and neck. If he had freckles,  

Andrew decides, he’d never have to wash his face 
and neck and then he wouldn’t be late for school  

all the time. When Sharon offers him a secret  
recipe for getting freckles, he pays her fifty  

cents and hopes it’s going to work.

THEMES
problem-solving, friendship, self-image

I. PRE-TEACHING
A. Have the class define and discuss these terms:

	 million, freckles, warts, eighty-six, giggled, noise,  
supposed, secret, recipe, wiggled, inspected,  
depends, juice, allowance, combination, bathrobe,  
curlers, scratched zippers, pretended, arithmetic, aisle,  
balance, o’clock, principal, important, attention, sweaty, 
blur, manners, vinegar, mayonnaise, awful, terrible, 
greenish, appendicitis, ambulance, stomach, surprised, 
sensible, monster, pillow, reflection, whispering, settle, 
chattering, package, formula, through, alongside

B. Before beginning the story, discuss with the  
	 class the following questions:

1.	 Do you or someone you know have freckles? How do 
they feel about having freckles? What might be some 
advantages of having freckles?

2.	 Have you ever wished you could change something 
about your appearance? What would you like to 
change? Why?

3.	 Do you know someone who always seems to be getting 
in trouble? Does this person do it on purpose?

4.	 Does your mother or father always have to tell you to 
wash your face, hands, and neck? Why do they think 
this is important? How would you feel if you never  
had to wash again?

II. PRESENTATION
A. Understanding the Story:

1.	 Begin with Chapter 1: Why does Andrew envy Nicky? 
How many freckles is Andrew able to count before  
the teacher calls on him? Why does the class laugh  
at him? Why doesn’t he like Sharon? What does  
Andrew ask Nicky? What does Nicky reply? What  
does Sharon offer Andrew? What will it cost? Why  
does he doubt her?

2.	 Advance to Chapters 2-3: Why does Andrew have 
trouble sleeping? What happens when he tries to reach 
the recipe? Why does he decide Miss Kelly isn’t so bad? 
What does he promise her? Where does he hide the 
recipe? What does he hope about the recipe? What 

does it say? Where does he find everything? What 
changes does he make? How does it smell? How does 
he manage to drink it?

3.	 Complete the story with Chapters 4-5: How does the 
drink make Andrew feel? What does Mrs. Marcus decide 
is wrong? What does she plan to do? What makes her 
change her mind? How does Andrew feel about Sharon 
now? What does he dream about? Why does he decide 
he’s never going to school again? What does his mother 
say will happen if he doesn’t go? How does he hope to 
fool Sharon? How does the class react? How does Miss 
Kelly handle it? What does she offer him? How does he 
get rid of his freckles? What does Nicky ask Miss Kelly? 
How does he feel about his freckles? What does she tell  
him? What does Andrew overhear Sharon telling Nicky?

B. For Discussion: 
1.	 In what ways would you say Miss Kelly is a good  

teacher? How does she show that she understands 
Andrew’s problem?

2.	 In what ways would you say Andrew’s mother doesn’t 
understand boys? How does she discipline him? What 
seems to be important to her? How would you suggest 
she get him to wash his face and neck?

3.	 What sort of person is Sharon? Do you think Nicky  
will fall for her trick? Should Andrew tell him? Why  
or why not? 

4.	 What does Andrew learn about having freckles  
from his experience? 

III. EXTENDING THE LESSON
Give students the opportunity to work with partners, groups, 
the whole class, or alone.

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS:
A. Language Arts:

1.	 Have students make up humorous recipes for  
changing something about themselves, such as for  
curly hair, smaller ears, brown eyes, and whiter teeth. 
Then have them put the recipes on the bulletin board 
and include “before and after” pictures.



2.	 Hold a freckle counting contest in class. Give a prize to 
the person with the most visible freckles (without taking 
off their clothes). Find out how many freckles the whole 
class has in total. Compare with another class.

3.	 Have students write in their journals about something 
about themselves that they wish they could change. 
Have them share this with another student. Make  
this a session in which each student comes to  
accept themselves.

4.	 Have students write about a nightmare they have had. 
What causes us to have nightmares? Why do they think 
Andrew has the dream he has?

B. Art and Music:
1.	 Have students select background music that might be 

appropriate to some of the scenes. They might begin the 
tape with the song, “My Funny Valentine” and talk about 
what this says about accepting ourselves  
and others.

2.	 Have students make a bulletin board about the story. 
They could cover the board with pink for skin, cut out 
eyes, a nose, and a mouth, and add giant freckles.  
They could add the recipe for freckle juice and labels  
off bottles for the ingredients.

3.	 Have students find simple recipes and learn to make  
a special punch that might imitate freckle juice, but  
be tastier, and hold a Freckle Juice party in class.

4.	 Have students draw a series of cartoons showing  
an action the way Andrew and Sharon are shown 
exchanging money for the recipe. If they don’t want to 
draw them, have them take a series of photographs to 
show an action. Another group might want to find out 
how animated cartoons are made.

C. Social Studies:
1.	 When Miss Kelly gives Andrew the formula for getting 

rid of freckles, Nicky asks for it because he hates his 
freckles. Have students talk about how they feel about 
themselves. Is there something about themselves they 
wish they could change? What things can we change? 
How can we learn to accept what we can’t change?

2.	 Have students talk about their reading groups. Do they 
feel this is the way to learn to read? What other ideas 
might they have for helping students learn to read?
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Theme Related  
Reading and Listening:

D. Science and Math:
1.	 Have students find out what causes freckles. What  

nationalities tend to have more freckles? Why do  
freckles so often come with red hair? Why do they  
come out more when someone has been sitting in  
the sun?

2.	 When Sharon runs her tongue along her teeth, Andrew 
thinks she looks like a frog catching bugs. How does a 
frog catch bugs? What is on its tongue that allows it to 
catch bugs?

3.	 Andrew’s allowance is ten cents a week. Have students 
compare this with their own allowances. Do they feel 
Andrew’s is fair? Why or why not?

4.	 Have students find out how a combination lock works.
5.	 When Andrew complains about a stomach ache, his 

mother decides he has appendicitis. Have students find 
out what this is and what could happen.

6.	 Miss Kelly gives Andrew a secret formula. Have  
students find out what a formula is. How is it different 
from a recipe?

USING AUDIOBOOKS  
IN THE CLASSROOM

When it comes to teaching today’s students, sometimes  
books are just not enough. In an increasingly technological 
and information-savvy world, the ability to read will be  
critical to every child’s success. The value of audiobooks as a 
learning tool in the education of children is widely recognized 
by experts. Audiobooks bring written text to life, adding an 
interactive quality that can ignite a child’s imagination. They 
encourage reading by broadening vocabularies, stretching  
attention spans, and fostering critical-thinking skills.  
Listening to audiobooks in the classroom can effectively  
enrich the reading experience and aid your students in  
understanding and appreciating literature, history, theatre arts, 
and more!

Listening Library offers additional titles that explore similar 
themes and content areas. Use the information below to  
purchase book and CD kits from our extensive list of award-
winning and popular titles to enhance the learning experience 
for students in every classroom or library.

Other titles students may enjoy:

•	 Amanda Pig and Her Big Brother Oliver  
	 by Jean Van Leeuwen 
•	 Amber Brown is Not a Crayon by Paula Danziger 
•	 Cam Jansen and the Mystery of the Dinosaur Bones  
	 by David Adler 
•	 Chair for my Mother by Vera B. Williams 
•	 Junie B., First Grader (At Last!) by Barbara Park 
•	 Little Engine that Could by Watty Piper 
•	 Magic Tree House #1: Dinosaurs Before Dark  
	 by Mary Pope Osborne 
•	 Nate the Great  by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat 
•	 Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner 


